
By Janet Hook
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Can this presidency be saved?
That was the question as President Bush gave his State of

the Union speech in the most inhospitable climate he has
ever faced for his annual address to Congress.

In proposing a short list of initiatives on health care,
immigration and energy, Bush gave more attention than he

has in past speeches to domestic
issues. That agenda was potential-
ly more appealing to Democrats

— or at least harder for them to dismiss out of hand —
than his ill-fated plan to overhaul Social Security, which
was to be the crown jewel of his second term.

But Bush’s plans may be too modest to accomplish the
broader challenge facing him: how to rescue the last quar-
ter of his presidency from irrelevance and patch his tat-
tered legacy.

Bush is trying to regain his footing while Iraq is littered
with carnage, Democrats are calling the shots on Capitol
Hill, senior members of his own party are openly question-
ing his Iraq policy, and a vast majority of the public is dis-
enchanted with his leadership.

“This represents the end of the Bush era,” said Michael

Tanner, a policy analyst for the Cato Institute, a libertarian
policy center. “This speech shows that outside Iraq, he is
increasingly irrelevant.”

Follower-in-chief: In the speech, Bush tried to remain
gracious and optimistic about finding common ground with
Democrats. “Like many before us, we can work through our
differences and achieve big things for the American 
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Bush’s tame speech suggests
he’s following more than leading 

By David Callender and Bill Novak
The Capital Times

Gov. Jim Doyle today announced a “broad attack on
tobacco in this state,” ranging from a statewide smoking
ban to a $1.25-per-pack increase in cigarette taxes, all
aimed at getting Wisconsin smokers to quit and youths not
to start.

The smoking ban would be similar to a controversial law
enacted in Madison last year and would ban smoking in all
public places — including workplaces, bars, and restau-
rants.

“We’re taking it all on,” Doyle said during a press confer-
ence at the Executive Residence this morning. “We know
which direction history is going on this issue. The real
issue for me is how fast are we going to move” and how
many lives may be saved as a result.

Doyle said he had discussed the smoking ban with leg-
islative leaders and found general support among both
Democrats, who control the state Senate, and
Republicans, who control the Assembly.

But the state Tavern League promised a fight over ban-
ning smoking in bars, and some legislative leaders held
out the hope of carving out an exemption for them .

Tavern League of Wisconsin director Peter Madland said
his group supports a statewide policy on smoking, but
wants to see an exemption made for bars and taverns.

“A lot of our businesses are hurting,” Madland said. “A
ban would put another nail in their coffins.”

Senate Minority Leader Scott Fitzgerald proposed a
statewide ban last year that would have applied to restau-
rants, but exempted taverns.

Fitzgerald spokesman Mike Prentiss called Doyle’s pro-
posal a good starting point, but “we would very much like
to see efforts at compromise and a full debate on the
issue.”

Senate Majority Leader Judy Robson, D-Beloit, called the
proposed ban a “bold initiative,” but said it faces an uncer-
tain fate.

“These issues are pretty controversial,” said Robson,
who promised a “robust” debate in her chamber.

Doyle said that a statewide smoking ban would solve
many of the problems that arose from local bans, such as
Madison’s, which allow for patrons who want to smoke to
go to bars in neighboring communities.

Robson agreed.
See SMOKING, Page A3
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Local filmmakers’ ‘Chad Vader’ is YouTube sensation

HENRY A. KOSHOLLEK/THE CAPITAL TIMES 

The enormously popular “Chad Vader” series of short films, which gained fame online through YouTube,
was launched by Madison filmmakers Aaron Yolanda (left), who wears the costume, and Matt Sloan, who
uses a PVC pipe and a guitar amp to do the voice.

By Samara Kalk Derby
The Capital Times

Chad Vader, “the younger, less charismatic brother
of Darth Vader,” has brought Internet fame to
two Madison filmmakers.

Matt Sloan and Aaron Yonda invented the
Chad Vader character last summer and filmed a

4-minute, 46-second short about Vader’s exploits as the day-
shift manager at a grocery store.

The film landed on YouTube, an online clearinghouse for
videos that has launched cultural phenomena and drawn
huge audiences. YouTube, which was acquired by Google for
$1.65 billion in November, had more than 25 million visitors
last month.

And that success is driven in no small part by the efforts of
young filmmakers like Sloan, 33, and Yonda, 34, who recent-
ly quit their day jobs to focus on film careers that were
founded on zero-budget productions that took off online
through this fresh method of sharing videos.

More than 2.5 million people have watched their initial
short on YouTube so far, and Sloan and Yonda have since
made four other episodes, which together have drawn about
8 million viewers on various Web sites. Episode six, featur-
ing an appearance by Mayor Dave Cieslewicz, is expected to
come out sometime next month.

Yonda and Sloan have been mentioned in the Wall Street
Journal and the New York Times. One of the Chad Vader
episodes debuted on “Good Morning America.” And on Feb.

See YOUTUBE, Page A3

Socialist group throws party,
but finds little to celebrate
in State of the Union speech

By Katjusa Cisar
Special to The Capital Times

It was just after 7 p.m. when organizers from the
International Socialist Organization came into the
Stiftskeller at Memorial Union to prepare for President
Bush’s State of the Union speech.

Paul Pryse filled a beer pitcher with colorful party horn
blowers to pass out around the room for “whenever
(Bush) said something stupid.” But the horns malfunc-
tioned and wouldn’t honk, so his plan was quickly aban-
doned.

Horns weren’t needed anyway, since the roughly three
dozen students (mostly male) watching Bush’s address in
the Stiftskeller loudly vocalized their distaste for the presi-
dent. Boos and hisses welcomed his entrance on MSNBC.
The crowd’s commentary — some of it obscene and beer-
soaked — ran like a peanut gallery laugh track throughout
his speech.

When Bush boasted having increased the number of jobs
around the country, one veteran shouted out, “I know; I’ve
got three of them!”

See STUDENTS, Page A4
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